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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Father Mike Schmitz said with conviction at the March for Life Rally, January 21, 2022 in Washington
D.C., “Every child matters, every woman matters, every person matters. And no matter what this does, no matter what this
changes, your being here standing, your being here walking, changes you. And you matter.” Story page 3. (YouTube photo)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John gives some pointers to making the Bible part
of everyday life; not allowing it to gather dust. Story page 3.
(Natasha Mazerolle photo)

A NASA astronaut works outside the International Space
Station in this image released October 8, 2014. The universe’s
beauty is only going to be more obvious with the James
Webb Space Telescope. Story page 7. CNS photo/Alexander
Gerst, NASA, ESA, Handout via Reuters)
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New FreemanThe
Women share hope, fears for synod
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

Pope Francis’ goal of a more synodal
Church, hearing the voices of all the faithful,
may be a sign of both progress and the lack
thereof when it comes to the role and repre-
sentation of women.

The pontiff launched an unprecedented
Synod on Synodality at the Vatican October
9-10 and in dioceses worldwide October 16-
17. While most synods are traditionally a space
for bishops and Vatican officials to resolve
questions of discipline and administration,
this ambitious two-year global process seeks
the equal inclusion of clergy, religious and
laity, from every diocese around the globe.

This, say prominent women within Ca-
nadian Church circles, could have signifi-
cant implications for women.

Moira McQueen, executive director of the
Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute and
moral theologian in the University of St.
Michael’s Faculty of Theology, believes the
Church’s reform of hierarchical structures
in recent years through the promotion of
women is a sign of advancement, however
incremental.

The appointment of France’s Sister
Natalie Becquart as a consultor to the Synod
of Bishops and undersecretary in 2021,
Barbara Dowding as chancellor of the Arch-
diocese in Vancouver as well as women
being named presidents of theological
schools in Rome is momentous, says Ms.
McQueen, and cannot be understated. Bar-
riers are being dismantled.

“To have women represented at that level
is amazing,” said Ms. McQueen, author of
the new book, Walking Together: A Primer
on the New Synodality. “It doesn’t seem
like much but they are significant steps.
There’s an awareness that there are women
that can do these things. … It will undoubt-
edly be a slow process but it’s happening
and that’s the main thing.”

On the other hand, some are waiting to
see the results before proclaiming any sort
of victory for women in the Church.

Sister Sue Wilson, CSJ, executive direc-
tor of the Office for Systemic Justice with
the Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph of
Canada, says while a more inclusive and
diverse synodal process has been some-
thing to celebrate, how it’s handled on the
diocesan level may be cause for concern.

“It’s one thing to value diversity in the
documents outlining the vision for the

synodal process but it’s going to be another
thing to see that value put into practice at
the local diocesan level across the coun-
try,” said Sr. Wilson. “For me it raises ques-
tions of what processes have been put in
place to listen to the voices of women who
still consider themselves in the Church as
well as the voices of women who have left
the Church, to understand why they left.”

“We have to deal with the fears,” Sr.
Becquart told the December 16 Women in
Synodality conference at the Vatican.

Catholic women, Sr. Becquart said, need
to encourage and support one another for
the realization of “the Church we dream
about,” one that is “truly inclusive,” that
values the gifts of all the baptized, promotes
collaboration and listens to the Holy Spirit.

Ms. McQueen attended the 2015 Synod
on marriage and the family and says the
experience highlighted for her the general
importance of the role of laity in the proc-
ess. This is reflective of the pope’s posi-
tive impact in recognizing the equal value
and capabilities of women in the Church.

“(The pope) has said the promotion of
women is a good thing and he follows
through,” said Ms. McQueen. “What I love
about him is it’s not theoretical or some-
thing that should be done. He does it. He’s
saying that this is his vision for the struc-
ture of the Church with more women. It’s
much more a merit type situation. If a
woman can do it, then a woman will be
appointed to do it.”

While the involvement of women is a
positive sign of progress, Sr. Wilson says,
it is not reflective of the level of gender
equality necessary for a truly inclusive
synod. She is critical of feedback from di-
verse voices filtered through a synod of
bishops and the effect that will have on
subsequent generations.

“To have a woman here and a couple
women there, that’s not the same as gender
equality throughout the process,” she said.

The Vatican is counting on the synodal
questionnaires at the diocesan level to play
an important role in collecting information
to provide the food for thought beginning at
the national level, culminating in the synod of
bishops in the Vatican in 2023.

“I’m hoping that women react fairly rigor-
ously to the synod questionnaires to back up
(the truth) that women are interested and
have, through their comments and insights, a
significant contribution to make,” said Ms.
McQueen.§
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Don’t let the Bible gather dust; tips for making the Bible part of everyday life
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Sunday, January 23,
2022, Sunday of the Word of God, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of
Saint John, shared how the bible is central to
his own personal prayer life, and offered sug-
gestions for how the faithful can incorporate
scripture into their daily lives.

Sunday of the Word of God was instituted
by Pope Francis on September 30, 2019, at
the conclusion of the Jubilee Year of Mercy.
The first Sunday of the Word of God was
observed in January 2020.

“I often say to people that there are two
books every Catholic should have on their
bookshelf: the Bible, and the Catechism of
the Catholic Church.  And hopefully neither
is gathering dust,” he said.

“If you want to get to know Jesus and fall
in love with him, remain grounded in his
word, Bishop Riesbeck said.  “In my own
daily prayer time, I always try to meditate on
a passage from Scripture, keeping the Word

of God in the forefront of my life.”
Bishop Riesbeck shared that, “sometimes I

just open up my Bible and start reading, and
the words just jump off the page. It’s amaz-
ing how God speaks to me in the situation, or
a challenge that I’m facing.”

This should come as no surprise, 2 Timo-
thy 3:16, “All scripture is inspired by God
and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteous-
ness so that everyone who belongs to God
may be proficient, equipped for every good
work.”

That is why Bishop Riesbeck encouraged
the faithful to meditate often on God’s
Word. “If we’re going to be effective and
bear much fruit as missionary disciples, then
Jesus needs to be at the centre of our lives.
And what better way to encounter Jesus,
the Word of God, the Word made flesh, than
by meditating on the Scriptures?”

Bishop Riesbeck offered some helpful tips
for incorporating the Scriptures into our daily
lives, including:

• Through the Holy Sacrifice of the mass,

where Jesus speaks to us through the Scrip-
tures proclaimed at mass.

• Daily readings, such as the readings of
the Church’s liturgy.

• Bible in a Year Podcast with Father Mike
Schmitz and Jeff Cavins (available at https://
ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration).

• Starting with one Gospel at a time, one
section a day.

• Ignatian contemplation — putting your-
self in the story and looking at it from the
perspective of one of the characters.

• Lectio Divina — reading the passage a
few times and focusing on one word or one
sentence that really strikes you.

He concluded by encouraging everyone to,
“really open our hearts, our minds and our
ears to listen to the Word of God and to really
come to appreciate it, and then to respond
generously with the grace that he gives us in
the Eucharist.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

WASHGINTON, D.C. — On January 21,
2022, Father Mike Schmitz addressed a
crowd of thousands gathered for the March

Every person matters, says Father Mike Schmitz
for Life in Washington, DC, with a powerful
message: “Every person matters.”

He began with a story of his own pro-life
roots. Sharing that the first speech he ever
gave as an eight-year-old boy was about the
dignity of life from natural conception to natu-
ral death, he credited his mother for raising
him in a pro-life home. He recounted how in
1973, his mother was deeply affected by a
nurse named Helen, who lost her job as head
nurse at Sinai hospital because she refused to
participate in abortions or ask her staff to.

Through this he said his mother “knew that
people mattered because of Helen. She lost
her job, she lost everything, because she re-
fused to participate in abortion.”

In a moving address Fr. Schmitz spoke to
anyone directly affected by abortion.

“So many of you are among us because
this story is part of your story,” he said. “Be-
cause you found yourself at one point in a
place where it seemed like life was an impos-
sible choice. And so, I know that we are sur-
rounded by men and women who have cho-
sen abortion — listen, here’s what you need
to know: you’re supposed to be here. You
matter. You belong here, no matter what your
past is, you are still loved. You need to know
this. You are still loved, and you still matter.”

Fr. Schmitz said that in preparing for his

address he sought the advice of a friend, who
told him, “You need to tell them what you
told me twelve years ago.”

He went on to say that “twelve years ago
this young woman found herself in a crisis
pregnancy, she found herself in a place of
deep shame. All these choices she made led
her to this moment where she found herself
pregnant. And she was scared, and she was
alone, and every one of her family members,
almost all of her friends were saying, just get
rid of it. If you do this, if you get rid of it, it
won’t matter anymore.”

Faced with this situation it was advice from
Fr. Schmitz that gave her the courage to per-
severe through the uncertainty.

“You told me that my baby mattered, you
told me, when I told you I didn’t want to be a
mom, you told me, ‘You’re already a mom,”
she said. “You need to tell these women, in
that moment, they’re already a mom.”

Reflecting on this moment of conversion,
Fr. Schmitz shared that his friend said, “I
thought I hated my baby, and I realized these
many years later, I didn’t hate my baby, I
hated the circumstances in which I found
myself.”  She went on to say, “I didn’t hate
my baby, I was ashamed of myself.”

Fr. Schmitz said that, “twelve years ago
(continued on page 4)

WASHINGTON, D.C. — One of the many
banners in the crowds at the March for
Life in Washington, D.C. (CNS photo)
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The body of Christ: A spirit-filled
community of many faces

The writer of the Gospel of Luke is a visionary. He presents the
story of Jesus the Christ as an expression of the Spirit of God incar-
nate in the person of Jesus. Luke’s faith is that of a Gentile (non-
Jewish) Christian about two generations after the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, i.e. about 70-90 AD. Tapping into his community’s oral
memory, as well as that of Mark’s Gospel, Luke sees Jesus as a gift
of God’s love for all who share a common humanity and a common
home in creation. For Luke this happens through the sharing of the
same Spirit among all.

Luke begins the story of Jesus setting out on mission after his
baptism by John in the Jordan and his time in the desert (Lk.3:21-22;
4:1-13). The focus and direction of the mission is described by Luke
as the work of the Spirit and power of God (Lk.4:14-21). The rest of
the Gospel will be centred on this universal gift of God’s Spirit shared
by Jesus with his disciples and then through them, with that same
Spirit to the ends of the earth.

The sequel to this Gospel, the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, will
express this ultimate goal of the Spirit spreading to all humanity. We
can find it proclaimed by Peter early in the Acts as a way of great
promise. He uses the words of the Old Testament prophet, Joel:

I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions.
Even on the male and female slaves, in those days,
I will pour out my spirit (Joel 2:28-29, cf. Acts 2:17-18).

In the early days of the Christianity, St. Paul travelled from one little
community of believers to another. As he did so he seemed acutely
aware that these early communities were families of believers. Though
made up of many very different persons, they shared a common
Spirit and were called to live in love, supporting one another. They

were one body, unified by the Spirit
and called to the same mission. He
expressed this vision to a community
in Corinth:

Brothers and sisters:  Just as the body is one
and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body,
so it is with Christ.
For the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body —
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were all made
to drink of one Spirit (1 Cor. 12:12-13).

To be baptized is to be in the Body of Christ, a Spirit-filled commu-
nity that we call Church. This Body of Christ, this Church can be
regarded as an organized institution with its beliefs and practices. For
most of us, however, what offers us life is the community of persons
that surround us. They welcome us, support us, accompany us and
nurture us in our journey of faith together. One might say that for
most us, Church, the Body of Christ has a face, or faces. These
faces are Church for us. There we find the Spirit of the Living God.

Who are some of the faces who have been part of your faith jour-
ney?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
[the young woman] gave her son to a couple who adopted him and
have loved him. He has blessed their lives and they have blessed his
life. I’ve met him, he’s an incredible young man.”

This is what prompted her to tell him, “They need to know that
my son is a gift from God himself. Everyone needs to remember
that regardless of your choices, you are still loved, and you still
matter.”

“That’s why we’re standing here, that’s why we’re walking,”
Fr. Schmitz said. “So, what does it matter? What does it do?”

Revealing that Helen, the nurse of whom he spoke of in the
beginning was in fact his grandmother, Fr. Schmitz shared how
her act of courage made a deep impact on him.

“When my grandma Helen left Sinai hospital, in 1973, it didn’t
change the hospital. It didn’t change the culture, it didn’t change
the law, it didn’t change the country. But when she walked, it
changed her. When she stood, it changed her. And it changed her
sons, and it changed her daughter, my mom. And that willingness
to stand, that willingness to walk, it has echoed in my life. It has
echoed in the life of this young woman. It is incarnate in the life of
this twelve-year-old boy, who wouldn’t be here if my grandma Helen
hadn’t stood, if my grandma Helen hadn’t walked.”

Concluding his remarks Fr. Schmitz said with conviction, “Every
child matters, every woman matters, every person matters. And no
matter what this does, no matter what this changes, your being here
standing, your being here walking, changes you. And you matter.”

You can watch Fr. Schmitz’s opening remarks at the 2022 March
for Life at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idq7ipFHW2I.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Every person matters

CARLETON
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM

337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5
Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430

Funeral Directors
Arthur Smith / Chris McQuade

www.carletonfuneralhome.ca
“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Making love with the divine
Kabir, a fifteenth-century Hindu mystic, writes:

What you call ‘salvation’ belongs to the time before death.
If you don’t break your ropes while you’re alive,
do you think
ghosts will do it after? ….

What is found now is found then.
If you find nothing now,
you will simply end up with an apartment in the City of Death.
If you make love with the divine now, in the next life you will have
the face of satisfied desire.

To make love with the divine. I suspect most of us will picture that
as a warm, privatized, affective intimacy, the way we imagine ro-
mantic love, except here the other partner is God. Indeed, Christian
mystical literature abounds with images of this kind, as does the Gos-
pel of John. There’s nothing wrong with that, except that such a
conception is over-idealized and over-privatized. Making love with
the divine, if Jesus is to be believed, is something more assessable and
more communal than our affective image of intimacy.

How do we make love with the divine in this life? I have always
taught that there are four non-negotiables to Christian discipleship:
moral fidelity in our private lives, a commitment to social justice,
some involvement within ecclesial community, and a mellow, gra-
cious heart. We make love to the divine by living out these in our lives.

To make this more assessable, let me suggest that making love with
the divine in this life asks ten things of us.

1.A moral fidelity in our private lives

Scripture tells us that those who love God keep his command-
ments and those who say they love him but don’t keep his command-
ments are liars. Moreover, it tells us that we are inside a body within
which even our most private actions affect everyone else. We make
love with the divine by not having any dark, hidden secrets.

2.An effort to live out our lives inside of community

We are called to live our lives and come to God inside of a commu-
nity. We cannot make love with God alone. It’s always God, others,
and ourselves. When we stand before God in judgment, as Charles
Peguy suggests, we will be asked, “Where are the others?” Making
love with the divine means being both spiritual and religious.

3.A mellow heart that radiates gratitude and forgiveness

Like the older brother of the prodigal son, we can do all the right
things, but with the wrong energy. We make love with God by fuel-
ling ourselves with gratitude rather than bitterness, and by forgiving oth-
ers (and God) for life’s unfairness and all the things that have wounded us.

4.A proactive reaching out to the poor and a perennial concern for
justice to the world

We cannot make love with God inside an intimacy that does not
also take in the poor and the broken. Likewise, we cannot make love
with God when we are indifferent to injustice. As Jesus makes clear,
a private personal relationship with God never compensates for indif-

ference to the poor and to injustice.

5.A life lived in truth which refuses to lie
no matter how inconvenient

To make love with the divine is to live
in the truth. Satan is the prince of lies.
The single most dangerous thing we can do spiritually is to refuse to
acknowledge what is true, and the single most important way we
make love with God is never to lie.

6.A childlikeness that never falls into the illusion of self-sufficiency

Life may never be taken for granted, but only as granted. We make
love to the divine by never living the illusion of self-sufficiency, by
acknowledging always that life is gift and that we are dependent and
interdependent with others and with God.

7. A perennial effort to love those who hate us, to not give back in kind

We make love with the divine whenever we love those who hate us,
bless those who curse us, and forgive those who hurt us. This is its
very essence.

8.A heart open to all

God’s eternal banquet table is open to everyone who is willing to sit
down with everyone. Since God loves everyone, we make love with
the divine by sharing God’s universal embrace.

9.An habitual openness to let God’s energy flourish within our lives

We make love with the divine by letting God’s energy flourish through
our lives, namely, when we let the divine energy inside us be joyous
and generative so as to radiate life no matter what cards we are dealt.

10. A willingness to wait, to live in patience

We make love with the divine whenever we accept to live in patience,
to wait for life and love to unfold according to their own inner dic-
tates. We make love to the divine whenever we carry healthily the
tension of chastity, not just in the area of sexuality, but also in all areas
of life.

The prophet Micah puts all of this succinctly: act justly, love tenderly,
and walk humbly.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row,  Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com
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‘ I think there is more of a witness and recognition
of each other as we do these outdoor masses’
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

MONTREAL — Father Emanuel Zetino snapped the photograph
that has been striking an emotional chord with Canadian Catholic
social media users in recent weeks.

Fr. Zetino stood on a rectory balcony at Montreal’s Mary, Queen of
the World Cathedral and captured the uncommon overhead image of
approximately 100 Catholics, young and old, reverently kneeling on
the snow and ice in the church parking lot during the liturgy of the
Eucharist.

“For me, seeing people kneeling in the snow during the consecra-
tion says, no matter if we are inside or outside, it is the same God, the
same Lord who is present in the holy sacrifice,” said Fr. Zetino.

As of December 31, outdoor masses are the only option for com-
munal faith celebrations in Quebec. And recent weeks have seen the

faithful flocking to these services.
Outdoor masses were instituted during Christmas week at the di-

rection of Montreal Archbishop Christian Lépine. It was a response
to the Government of Quebec mandating places of worship establish
a vaccine passport for those taking part in indoor celebrations. Arch-
bishop Lépine’s pastoral letter The Door of the Manger is Always
Open communicated that “in the manger, Jesus is the loving face of
God gazing upon humanity, on the vaccinated and unvaccinated of
this day.” The archbishop wanted no congregant to be denied access
to the Eucharist.?

Mary, Queen of the World was the forbearer, but now there are
more than 20 churches in the French and English dioceses offering
outdoor liturgical services while the indoor ban continues indefinitely.

Deacon Benoit Thibault told The Catholic Register that Archbihsop
Lépine assembled the entire cathedral team for a meeting early Christ-
mas week to iron out all the logistics required to properly perform
outdoor celebrations.

“The list of items to be secured included: a canopy, open tent,

covered platform, large printed Nativity scene, sound system, altar,
schedule of celebrants, altar servers and singers, etc.,” wrote Mr.
Thibault. “Each team member walked away from the meeting with
specific to-do responsibilities to take care of.”

Fine-tuning the sound system presented the stiffest challenge out
of the gate as the basilica is nestled in the thick of Montreal’s down-
town core. Outdoor services have to contend with nearby construc-
tion projects and all the various bustling sounds one would hear daily
in Canada’s second largest city.

According to Mr. Thibault, 80 people attended the first outdoor
mass at 4:15 pm on Christmas Eve, celebrated by the archbishop
himself. The phenomenon has popularized like a gathering storm nearly
a month after this debut. Reportedly, nearly 200 Catholics attended
Sunday noon mass in bone-chilling -21 weather January 16. And
12:15 and 5 pm weekday services regularly attract crowds of up to
100 people.

Jules Aubé has made a point of attending both weekday and weekend
masses at the cathedral recently. He said it is a “touching” experience.

“It is very touching to see even in this frigid weather, the level of
belief in these people and the feeling at various times during the mass,”
said Mr. Aubé. “And there are a lot of elderly people braving the cold,
people with walking canes.”

These past two weeks have obliged Montreal churchgoers to ad-
just to the new terrain. Now they bring grocery bags, garbage bags,
yoga mats, sometimes even their own mitts and gloves to place on
the ice to ensure their pants don’t get covered in grit, salt or slush. At
Sunday’s mass, a family showed up with folding chairs as makeshift
pews, which might have been what prompted Archbishop Lépine to
welcome worshippers by joking, “Normally, this is where I say ‘please
be seated.’ ” Mr. Aubé has also seen a parishioner at a couple of
masses with a shopping cart filled with seven or eight foam surfaces
for people who forget to bring their own items.

One of the biggest gifts of these outdoor masses, said Mr. Aubé, is
a restoration of the parish communal bond that has perhaps eroded
the past two years as social-distancing regulations and social event
cancellations has made it very easy for people to keep to themselves
more than before COVID-19.

“People are reaching out more to each other to ask them how they
are doing, and to make that first step to say hello. With the indoor
masses, people were not really speaking to each other. I think there is
more of a witness and recognition of each other as we do these
outdoor masses,” he said.§

MONTREAL — People gather at Montreal’s Mary, Queen of the
World Cathedral for outdoor mass. As of December 31 in Quebec,
outdoor masses are the only option. (Peter Stockland photo)
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What we learn of the universe leads us to God
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The universe is beautiful and we’ve got pic-
tures to prove it. Come May, when the James
Webb Space Telescope starts downloading
deep space photos, we’re going to have even
more pictures, and astrophysicist and
cosmologist Father Adam Hinks just knows
those pictures will be beautiful too.

“We’re going to get beautiful pictures from
the JWST (James Webb Space Telescope)
and that’s super-important,” Fr. Hinks told The
Catholic Register. “The public loves it, just
because they’re beautiful pictures and they
make you think about the universe. If you’re
a person of faith, it helps you think about God
too. This is his handiwork.”

This onslaught of abstract, pure beauty we
see in images of galaxies, nebulas and stars is
not just incidental to the science of astronomy,
said the Jesuit who holds the Sutton Family
Chair in Science, Christianity and Cultures at
the David A. Dunlap Department of Astronomy
and Astrophysics in the University of Toronto,
teaches in the Christianity and Culture pro-
gram at the University of St. Michael’s Col-
lege and in his spare time is an adjunct scholar
with the Vatican Observatory.

“It’s not secondary. It’s not irrelevant, these
beautiful pictures,” Fr. Hinks said. “As scien-
tists, we love them too. We certainly study
them carefully. We analyze them mathemati-
cally. We try to figure out the physics. But at
the same time we also love just the images.
There’s further beauty when you understand
the science.”

For Fr. Hinks, an encounter with beauty on
this scale is also an encounter with God.

“When you’re in a relationship with some-
one, when you love someone, you’re inter-
ested in what that person does. This is what
God has done,” he said.

As a cosmologist, Fr. Hinks studies how
the universe came to be what it is. It’s a sort

of scientific take on history, starting with the
Big Bang. Fr. Hinks’ specialty is the very early
history of the first instance of the universe,
when it was fairly uniform and mostly gas.

The James Webb telescope, with its giant,
golden eye that can read infrared light, is go-
ing to have the ability to peer back in time to
when stars first began to form. The light that
hits the James Webb will have travelled for
billions of years — so long that the wave-
lengths have stretched out and are no longer
visible to ordinary telescopes on Earth, or even
the Hubble Telescope that orbits high above
the interference of our atmosphere.

The James Webb is about 100 times more
powerful than the Hubble. The light it sees
dates from about 100 million years after the
Big Bang — a blink of an eye in the 13.8-
billion-year history of the universe. The tel-
escope cost $9 billion (U.S.) and will take
almost four months to set up and focus from
NASA’s Goddard space flight centre in
Greenbelt, Maryland.

For now, Fr. Hinks isn’t part of any of the
teams of scientists who have scheduled time
on the telescope to run experiments. One of
his Jesuit colleagues at the Vatican Observa-
tory is awaiting data from the JWST that will
show star populations as the first galaxies
formed.

Science is a team sport and even if Fr.
Hinks isn’t booking time on the James Webb,
what the eye in the sky sees matters to the
cosmologist.

“I will certainly have colleagues who are
involved in projects on the James Webb tel-
escope. It will certainly impact my research,
even if I don’t directly work on it,” he said.

It’s all about filling in the blanks on the long
chronicle of the universe, said Fr. Hinks.

“There’s kind of some fuzzy chapters,” he
said. “We don’t have the words on the page
yet.”

Encountering God in cosmology is no sur-
prise.

“It’s part of the Christian world view to
see the universe as making sense, as some-
thing you can study,” said Fr. Hinks. “Chris-
tians want to know where it all came from.
Those are questions that very naturally lead
to scientific curiosity.”

Certainly, not every scientist is Christian.
But as a Christian, Fr. Hinks knows that what
he learns leads him back to God.

“Our faith tells us something about the ori-
gin of the universe — that it comes from
God,” he said. “What our faith doesn’t tell us
is, scientifically, how that works. For the sci-
ence we need to go out with our telescopes
and figure out the equations and all of that.” §
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Retired pope corrects statement for Munich abuse report
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Amending a written
statement made to a panel investigating cleri-
cal sexual abuse in his former Archdiocese of
Munich and Freising, retired Pope Benedict
XVI said he was present at a 1980 meeting to
discuss the transfer of a priest accused of
misconduct.

"He did attend the meeting on January 15,
1980," said a statement issued on Pope Ben-
edict's behalf by his secretary, Archbishop
Georg Ganswein.

"The statement to the contrary was there-
fore objectively incorrect. He would like to
emphasize that this was not done out of bad
faith but was the result of an oversight in the
editing of his statement," the archbishop said
January 24.

The 94-year-old Pope Benedict, he said, is
still going through an almost 1,900-page re-
port, which was released January 20 and
looked at the handling of cases in the archdio-
cese between 1945 and 2019. The former Car-
dinal Joseph Ratzinger headed the Munich

Archdiocese from 1977 to 1982.
The report identified 497 victims and 235

abusers, but the lawyers who conducted the
study say they're convinced the real numbers
are much higher. In the report, the lawyers
said that, on four occasions, then-Cardinal
Ratzinger mishandled abuse allegations.

Particularly regarding the case of repeat of-
fender Peter H., a priest sent to Munich from
Essen in 1980, lawyer Ulrich Wastl described
Pope Benedict's statements as "not very cred-
ible."

The law firm Westpfahl Spilker Wastl, con-
ducted the investigation for the archdiocese;
the retired pope had sent an 82-page state-
ment to the investigators while they were
doing the investigation.

In the statement, the former pope had said
he did not take part in a decisive meeting on
the case of Peter H. But, at the news confer-
ence where the legal report was presented,
Wastl read out the minutes of that meeting.
In it, then-Archbishop Ratzinger is mentioned
in several places as a rapporteur [a person
appointed by an organization to report on the

(continued on page 11)
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Preaching must awaken souls, not put them to sleep, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Preaching long, spir-
itually empty homilies can reduce the Word
of God to a mere set of abstract concepts
that fail to awaken one's soul, Pope Francis
said.

"Even many homilies — I say it with re-
spect but with pain — are abstract, and in-
stead of awakening the soul, they put it to
sleep. When the faithful start looking at their
watches (and say), 'When is this going to

end?', they put the soul to sleep," the pope
said January 24 during his Sunday Angelus
address.

"Preaching runs this risk," he said. "With-
out the anointing of the Spirit, it impoverishes
the Word of God and descends to moralism
and abstract concepts; it presents the Gospel
with detachment, as if it were outside time,
far from reality. And this is not the way."

After celebrating mass for Sunday of the
Word of God, the pope addressed a crowd
gathered in St. Peter's Square for the midday
Angelus prayer and reflected on the Sunday
Gospel reading from St. Luke in which Jesus
preaches for the first time.

Jesus' proclamation that "today this scrip-
ture has been fulfilled" still resonates and "in-
dicates a 'today' that runs through all ages
and always remains valid," he explained.

"The Word of God is always 'today.' It be-
gins with a 'today;' when you read the Word
of God, a 'today' begins in your soul, if you
understand it well," he said. "It is not like an-
cient history, no. Today, it speaks to your
heart."

While those who listened to Jesus' words
were "clouded by prejudice" and didn't be-
lieve, the pope said they still could sense "that
there is more to Jesus" because he has "the

anointing of the Holy Spirit."
That anointing, which can move one's soul,

is sometimes lacking in many sermons to-
day, he added.

"Sometimes it happens that our sermons
and our teachings remain generic, abstract;
they do not touch the soul and the life of the
people," the pope said. "Yes, at times one hears
impeccable conferences, well-constructed
speeches, but they do not move the heart and
so everything remains as before."

If those who preach want to give lectures
or conferences, he added, "let them do so but
elsewhere; not at the time of the homily, where
they must give the Word in a way that rouses
hearts."

Pope Francis thanked "preachers and
proclaimers of the Gospel" who know how
to awaken the hearts of those who listen, and
he encouraged Christians to carry a pocket-
size Gospel with them and read it because
"the Word of God transforms an ordinary day
into the today in which God speaks to us."

"In time, we will discover that these words
are made especially for us, for our life," the
pope said. "They will help us to welcome each
day with a better, more serene outlook, be-
cause when the Gospel enters into today's
world, it fills it with God." §

By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — English Archbishop
Arthur Roche is a key figure in what is off-
handedly known as the Catholic Church's "lit-
urgy wars."

Pope Francis named the 71-year-old arch-
bishop prefect of the Congregation for Di-
vine Worship and the Sacraments in May, and
two months later the pope promulgated an
apostolic letter Traditionis Custodes (Guard-
ians of the Tradition), limiting celebrations of
the mass according to the rite used before
the Second Vatican Council.

In December, Archbishop Roche released
a document responding to some questions
raised about "Traditionis Custodes," putting
himself in the crosshairs of some of the more
devoted, or belligerent, soldiers in those "lit-
urgy wars."

While the church's prayer should not be a
battlefield, Archbishop Roche told Catholic
News Service it is understandable that people
are passionate about it.

"The Eucharist is at the heart of what we
are as Catholics; it is the thing to which we

‘Church’s prayer should not be a liturgy war’
bring everything that's within us and from
which we take everything in order to sustain
us and to help us bear witness to Christ in the
world in which we live," he said January 21
during an interview in his office.

The mass also reflects what the church is
and believes, he said, so the rite used is not
simply a matter of personal preference or sen-
sibility.

"I think one of the problems that we are
facing today is that we are living in a very
individualistic world, a very relativistic world,
and where the individual preference promotes
itself above the common good and the com-
mon expression," he said. "I think that that is
a very dangerous thing, and it is something
that as Christians, we really need to take very
careful note of."

The Acts of the Apostles (2:42) describes
what it means for Christians to belong to the
church: "They devoted themselves to the
teaching of the apostles and to the communal
life, to the breaking of the bread and to the
prayers."

Archbishop Roche said those four elements
involve recognizing the authority the bishops
in communion with the pope have to govern

the church, building up unity within the
church, celebrating the Eucharist together and
praying alongside one another.

The four elements go together, he said, and
challenge "what is relativistic, what is indi-
vidualistic within our communities today."

"This is not the pope's mass, it's not my
mass, it's not your mass. This is the mass of
the church," the archbishop said. "This is
what the church has decided how we ex-
press ourselves as a community in worship,
and how we imbibe from the books of the
liturgy the doctrine of the church."

The differences between the pre-Vatican II
and post-Vatican II masses, he said, are not
simply the use of Latin, chant, silence and
the direction the priest faces.

The promotion of the pre-Vatican II liturgy
as somehow more holy or prayerful than the
current liturgy "is not basically a liturgical prob-
lem, it is an ecclesial problem," the archbishop
said. The current mass, with a richer selec-
tion of prayers and Scripture readings, re-
flects and reinforces the church's understand-
ing of itself as the people of God.

"That which was given to us by the council,
(continued on page 9)

Pope Francis (Vatican Media)
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Mandatory vaccines? Educators have no doubts
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The people who work in Catholic schools don’t think there ought
to be any uncertainty over whether or not the kids in classrooms are
vaccinated.

Since August, the Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association
has been calling for COVID to be added to the list of nine diseases
children must be vaccinated against. On the employer side, the On-
tario Catholic School Trustees’ Association added its voice in No-
vember.

Mandatory vaccination is the best way to provide “a safe and sus-
tainable school year and to provide the greatest level of protection to
our students and communities,” said OECTA president Barb
Dobrowolski.

Mandated vaccinations as part of keeping the schools up and run-
ning aren’t a panicked, short-term reaction to the rampant Omicron

variant of COVID, said OCSTA president Patrick Daly.
“Both in the short-term and the long-term, we think that needs to

be done,” he said.
Including COVID with measles, mumps and rubella in the list of

mandated vaccinations is uncontroversial for Catholics, in Daly’s
view.

“Pope Francis has been very, very clear on numerous occasions.
I know my own diocese in Hamilton, Bishop (Doug) Crosby has
been very strong, speaking to it as a matter of charity and for the
common good,” he said.

On the other hand, the Catholic education position that would
force parents to vaccinate their children or apply for an exemption
on medical, religious or conscience grounds, does not have the sup-
port of either Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer Dr. Kieran Moore or
the National Advisory Committee on Immunization [NACI].

“It is a new vaccine,” said Dr. Moore. “And as a result of that we
want greater experience with it before we would ever mandate it.”

In November, before Omicron swept the country, NACI framed
its advice on administering the Pfizer vaccine for five- to 11-year-
olds as a matter of parental choice.

“Given the short-term uncertainties surrounding paediatric vacci-
nation at this time, children and their parents or guardians should be
supported and respected in their decisions regarding COVID-19 vac-
cination for the child, whatever decisions they make, and should not
be stigmatized for accepting or not accepting the vaccination offer,”
NACI said in its November 19 guidance on paediatric doses of the
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine.

Currently less than half of the under-12s eligible for the vaccine
have had a first shot and fewer than five per cent have had the
second, confirmatory jab.

In New Brunswick as of last Friday, January 21, 53 per cent of
children in the five- to 11-year-old age group have received their
first dose while the remainder — about 25,600 eligible children —
have not.

So if the government won’t make parents vaccinate their chil-
dren, should religious duty mandate it? Association of Catholic Bish-
ops of Ontario president Bishop Ronald Fabbro is reluctant to go
that far.

“Persons who are against vaccination are our brothers and sisters
and are owed our love and respect,” the bishop told The Catholic
Register in an email. “They may be in good conscience, which keeps
a person from sin.”
But the former professor of moral theology warns against an easy
or lazy affirmation of conscience.

“An erroneous conscience does not forbid certain consequences,
such as measures mandating vaccinations. Bishops, therefore, have
urged the faithful to educate and inform their conscience according
to the teachings of our Church,” he said.

Catholics need to be vaccinated “out of love for their neighbour
and to serve the common good,” Bishop Fabbro said.

At Unity Health, where doctors and nurses in Providence, St.
Michael’s and St. Joseph’s hospitals were treating 182 COVID pa-
tients on January 17, including 26 in intensive care, the administra-
tion doesn’t want to wander into debates over mandatory vaccina-
tions.

“We hope every eligible person will take this step to keep them-
selves, their loved ones and communities safe,” said Unity spokes-
person Hayley Mick in an email.§

(continued from page 8)
which classified, concretized the teaching of the church about itself
and its understanding of the role of the baptized and the importance of
the Eucharist and the sacramental life of the church, is not without
significance for the future of the church," he said.

And the bishops gathered for the Second Vatican Council, under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, said, "this is the direction in which
we are going," Archbishop Roche said. "So 'Traditionis Custodes' is
really a call to take the unity of the church, our being together for the
celebration of the breaking of the bread and the prayer very, very
seriously indeed."

Despite "lots of blustering on the blogs," Archbishop Roche said he
is convinced that the majority of Latin-rite bishops and majority of
Latin-rite Catholics around the world understand the importance of
praying and celebrating the Eucharist with the same mass.

Through regular contacts with bishops and bishops' conferences,
he said, he knows most bishops have "greeted the pope's call back to
the council and also to the unity of the church with open arms and are
very much behind what the Holy Father is saying."

Obviously, people have preferences, the archbishop said. But Catho-
lics need to look more deeply at what they are saying when they
express those preferences.

"When people say, 'Well, I'm going to Father So-and-So's mass,'
well Father So-and-So is only the agent. It is Christ who is active in
the Mass, it is the priest who acts in 'persona Christi' — the person of
Christ, the head of the church," he said.

"When we go to mass, even when the music perhaps isn't some-
thing that we would personally choose — and again, this is individu-
alism coming in — then we've got to realize that we are standing at
the side of Christ on his cross, who gives everything back to the
Father through this Eucharist," Archbishop Roche said.

The mass makes present "everything that Christ did for our salva-
tion; not simply for, you know, Jim's salvation or Mary's salvation,
but for our salvation," he said. "We are the church. We are not indi-
viduals. We belong to a body that defines itself through the teachings
of Christ which we have received in faithfulness, and which we should,
in faithfulness, also carry out in order to create that unity and to
create that harmony."§

‘Church’s prayer should not be a liturgy war’
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Obituaries

SEELEY, KATHRYN MARGO (Creamer) — With heavy hearts,
the family of Margo Seeley announces her passing at the Saint John
Regional Hospital on Friday, December 31, 2021 after a lengthy ill-
ness. The daughter of the late Dr. T.L. (Roy) Creamer and the late
Shirley McAllister Creamer, Margo was born in Saint John on May
26, 1965.

Margo is survived by Nevin, her unwaveringly supportive and lov-
ing husband of 34 years; her beloved son, McGregor; her special
canine companion, Mia; her siblings: Mary Ann, Thomas, Robert,
Nancy, Lucinda, June and Nea; her many nieces and nephews; her
aunt, Barbara Fleming; and many cousins. In addition to her parents,
Margo was predeceased by her brother Peter.

A private Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Church, Saint John. Arrangements were under the care
and direction of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.

MONTGOMERY, JACQUELINE FRANCES — It is with heavy
hearts and gratitude that we share that the lovely Jacqueline Frances
Montgomery passed away on January 1, 2022, with her family by
her side, as she made her journey home.

Jackie is lovingly survived by her three Children Roger Montgomery,
Robert Montgomery, Penney Merrithew and her treasured Grand-
children Tabitha Byers, Natasha Montgomery, Joshua Merrithew (Kira)
and Sam Merrithew (Micayla), Great Grandchildren (Lily, Quinn, Ari,
Walter, Leona & Sonny) her daughter in law Donna Montgomery and
son in law Bill Merrithew. Sister-in-laws, Mary Weeks, Florence
McGrattan, Anne Steeves, Brother-in-law Donald Montgomery, and
many nieces and nephews who mourn her passing.

Jackie was born in Calais Maine, August 2, 1930, to her parents
Leonard and Marion (Molly) Steeves, who passed away when she
was 21 months old and then Jackie was lovingly raised by her parents
the late Henry and Phyliss McGrattan of St George NB.

Jackie is predeceased by her husband Robert Montgomery, broth-
ers Kenneth, Edward & Leonard Steeves, and John, Patrick, and
Henry (Junior) McGrattan, her sister Marjorie Saxton and best friend
Midgie Jennings.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. The family will be planning a Mass of Christian Burial at a later
date, and a notice will be published as to the date and location.

KELLY, KATHLEEN MARIE ‘KAY’ — It is with heavy hearts that
the family of Kathleen Marie “Kay” Kelly announce her passing on
January 6, 2022, at Bobby’s Hospice, in her 90th year. Kay was born
in Saint John on February 26, 1932, to John Henry and Josephine
Margaret (Brittany) Deering.

Kathleen is survived by her three sons Michael, Stephen (Mary
Jane), and Patrick (Christine); her sister Patsy (Gerald); her eight
grandchildren William (Stephanie), Lesley, Christine (Sean), Joseph
(Kristen), Brendan (Laura), Bridget, Aidan (Brittany) and Clare; her
seven great-grandchildren Mollie, William, Baylie, Kinley, Karlie, Noah,
and Aoife, as well as many nieces and nephews.

Besides her loving husband Bill, Kay was predeceased by her par-
ents, her daughter-in-law Anne; and her siblings Peggy, Helen, Irene,
Mary, Phyllis, Patrick, Ronald, John, Gregory, and Doug.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at the
Cathedral of The Immaculate Conception, Saint John.

McINERNEY, HENRY ‘HARRY’ JOSEPH – Harry was born in
Saint John, New Brunswick, March 26, 1927, the youngest child of
Judge Henry Owen and Catherine (MacDonald) McInerney. He passed
away peacefully on January 7th, 2022, at Saint John Regional Hospi-
tal.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Elizabeth Anne (Clarke), and
his daughters Maureen, Anne (David Ingstrup) and Nancy (Lowell
Peterman) and his sons Blake (Elaine Holmes), Owen, and John as
well as 15 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren and several nieces
and nephews.

He was predeceased by his parents and his brother George, his
sisters Marion Watts, Margery Knoll, Christine, Mary, Dorothy Lunney,
Eleanor Record, Rita Henneberry, Joan Kennedy, Catherine (Bobby)
Lawson and Patricia.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John.  A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Saint John.

COGGER, FRANCIS MICHAEL — It is with much sadness that
the family of Francis Michael Cogger announce his death. Frank died
peacefully at his residence, Shannex Tucker Hall on January 11, 2022.
He was serenaded to heaven by an assortment of music he loved.
Frank was born on February 1,1927, in Norton, N.B., the son of the
late Patrick Cogger and Alice (Mahoney) Cogger.

He is predeceased by his wife of 59 years Olive (Walsh) Cogger;
his brothers, Joseph, Jerome and Larry and sisters Kaye White, Loretta
Goguen and Margaret Casey. Frank is survived by his loving daugh-
ter Nancy Cogger; son in-law Mac Orr (Newmarket, ON), grand-
daughter Maggie Cogger-Orr (Auckland, NZ) and his sisters Pat Byrne
(Southfield) and Mary Gallagher (Saint John) as well as many nieces
and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Fallsview Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held in Spring
2022, with interment in St. Josephs Catholic Cemetery.

NORWOOD, MARGARET ETHEL (nee Devlin) — With love and
much sadness, the family of Margaret Ethel Norwood, wife of the
late Andrew (Andy) Stephen Norwood, announce her peaceful and
unexpected passing on January 14th, 2022. Born November 3rd, 1940,
to Charles and Lorraine (Purdy) Devlin in St. Stephen, N.B.

She was the eldest of eight children, George, Mike, David (Dorothy),
Mary (Murphy), Peter, Christine and Joe (Faye). She was prede-
ceased by her husband, Andy, parents, Charles and Lorraine Devlin,
her brothers George (in infancy), Peter, sister Christine, in-laws Darrell
Murphy, Darlene Devlin, Carol Thorne, Gloria King, Helen Gautreau,
Hazel McNulty and Clarence Norwood.

She leaves behind her loving family, Karen Guenette, Mike Norwood,
Brian (Roberta) Norwood and Andrea (Jim) Blagden. Her grandchil-
dren, Michelle, Colleen and Stephen (Allison) Guenette, Samantha
Harris, Andrew Harris, Jordan Norwood, Wayne Hall, Jessica (George)
Morrell, Keisha Norwood, Brad (Courtney) and Nick Blagden. Sur-
vived as well as by her many great-grandchildren who all thought the
world of their Nanny Marg, and by many nieces and nephews. She is
also survived by in-laws, Phillip Thorne, Don Norwood and Otty
(Perdita) Norwood.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. Services will be announced and held at a later
date.
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February Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

  
 

 

1 
Pope Francis 
 
 

2 
Benedict XVI, 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

3 
Bishop 
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 
 
(Rosary for Seminarians) 

4 
Bishop 
Emeritus 
Robert  
Harris* 

 

5 
St. Joseph s (SJ) 
2-3 pm 
Benedictions & 
Confessions 
Mass at 1 pm 

6 
St. Rose of 
Lima 
1-2 pm 
 

7 
Bishop 
Emeritus J. 
Edward Troy* 

8 
Msgr. Brian 
Henneberry, 
Vicar General 

9 
For all priests 
who have 
served our 
diocese  

(Rosary for Priests) 

10 
Rev.  
Peter 
Stephen* 
 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

11 
Rev.  
Rolando 
Suplido 

 

12 
(SJ) 

2-3 pm 
Benedictions & 
Confessions 

13 
St. Rose of 
Lima 
1-2 pm 

14 
Rev.  
Maurice 
Swift* 

15 
Rev.  
Charles 
Udeh 

16 
Rev.  
Kenneth 
Weir* 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

17 
Rev.  
Brian 
Wetmore* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

18 
Rev.  
Gerald White* 
 

 

19 
Stella Maris (SJ) 
2-3 pm 
Benedictions & 
Confessions 

20 
St. Rose of 
Lima 
1-2 pm 

21 
Msgr. 
Elie 
Zouein 

22 
Rev. Maria 
Arokiam 
Chinnappan 

23 
Rev.  
Martin 
Arputham 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

24 
Rev.  
Joseph 
Arsenault 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

25 
Rev. 
Kevin 
Barry* 

 

26 
Stella Maris (SJ) 
2-3 pm 
Benedictions & 
Confessions 

27 
St. François-
de-Sales 
1-2 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession 

28 
Rev.  
Daniel 
Bastarache 

 
*Names with a 
star are to 
identify those 
who are retired 

 
Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 
Tuesday: 9:30-10:30 am with mass at 9 am, St. George, St. George 
Wednesday: 8-9 am, St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln 
Wednesday: 9 am with mass at 10am, St. John the Baptist, Woodstock 
Thursday, 7-  
Friday, 8-9 am (except first Fridays), St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto 
Friday: 6:30-7:30 pm, St. François-de-Sales, Saint John 

 
Saturday: 9 am with mass at 10am, Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour 
Saturday: 1-2 pm, Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton 

Pilgrimage bounce back expected in 2022
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Gal Hana is optimistic about how Israel’s
tourism industry will perform in 2022.

Two years into a pandemic that has devas-
tated the industry and seen thousands of Holy
Land pilgrims have their dreams put on hold,
Ms. Hana sees a better year ahead.

Good news emerged earlier this month to
encourage the consul and director of tourism
for the Israel Ministry of Tourism’s Canadian
office. Israel’s health ministry announced that
as of January 9, its travel ban “red list” of
countries with high COVID-19 infection rates
— notably Canada, the U.S., the U.K. and
France — would be lifted. All vaccinated trav-
ellers are now authorized to enter Israel with
a requirement upon landing to take a PCR test
and quarantine for 24 hours or until they record
a negative result.

Ms. Hana said 2022 is poised to be potent
because of what she saw in the travellers who
did go to the Holy Land in 2021. Restrictions
on the ground were not a deal-breaker for
many North Americans with a passion for
going to the Holy Land, though numbers did
pale in comparison to pre-COVID years.

“We saw 50 to 60 North American groups
travelling to Israel each month despite all the
restrictions and the complications that come

with North American travel back then,” said
Ms. Hana. “And when we’re starting in 2022,
though Omicron remains worrisome, we see
positive (signs).”

Agnes Zwierzynski is a pilgrimage leader
for Connaissance Travel and Tours. She hopes
for a great 2022 for her Toronto-based or-
ganization that has not brought a tour to the
Holy Land since she returned home with a
group in mid-March 2020 when COVID-19
began causing its initial havoc around the
globe.

She is optimistic even though she “has no
crystal ball.”

“The government does not know, and the
scientists do not know,” said Ms. Zwierzynski.
“We are getting ready, and we are receiving
requests from our clients. At Connaissance
Travel, our client’s safety and well-being are
always our priority. Every group we take on
the road, we think of them as our family.”
Nearly all the tour listings on the company’s
website are branded with “re-scheduled dates
to follow” messaging, except for two pilgrim-
ages. Ms. Zwierzynski and her colleague
Maria Trojanowski intend to lead a 15-day
pilgrimage to Fatima, Lourdes, Barcelona, Va-
lencia and Madrid — jointly emanating from
Calgary and Toronto — beginning April 18. A
12-day expedition to Austria, the Czech Re-
public and Poland, starting in Toronto, fol-

lows on May 25, the highlight a pilgrimage to
the once-in-a-decade Oberammergau Passion
Play.

Both Ms. Hana and Ms. Zwierzynski are
excited by the prospect of offering experi-
ences that could lift the spirits of people worn
down by two pandemic-plagued years.

Ms. Zwierzynski is confident society will
ultimately find a way to turn the page on
COVID-19 and spark a desire and need for
spiritual travel.

“There is a deep need for spiritual journeys
and reconnecting. I hear about it all the time
from my clients. It is what keeps us going
here during these challenging times. It keeps
us believing that what we are doing is needed.”

Ms. Hana’s hopes were raised by a distinc-
tive group of tourists that experienced the
wonder of the Holy Land last month.

“In December, Israel hosted the Miss Uni-
verse pageant. When they all travelled across
the country, they were fascinated by the Holy
Land sites, particularly the faith-related ones.
We saw groups after two years of avoiding
international travel get rejuvenated again by
visiting the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and
walking along the Via Dolorosa.” §

(continued from page 7)
proceedings of its meetings on other topics.]

Once the retired pope has had the time to
thoroughly read the Westpfahl Spilker Wastl
report, Archbishop Ganswein said, "he will
explain" how the editing error occurred.

"He is very sorry for this mistake and asks
pardon," the archbishop said.

At the same time, Archbishop Ganswein
said, the retired pope's assertion that "in this
meeting no decision was made about a pas-
toral assignment of the priest in question" re-
mains "objectively correct."

The 1980 meeting, he said, dealt only with
"the request to provide him (Peter H.) with
accommodation during his therapeutic treat-
ment in Munich," a request that was granted.
Later the priest was assigned to provide pas-
toral care in Bavaria and continued to sexu-
ally abuse minors.

Archbishop Ganswein assured the people
of the archdiocese of Pope Benedict's close-
ness, "especially in these days," and his sup-
port of efforts "to clarify the situation."

"He is thinking especially of the victims who
have experienced sexual abuse and indiffer-
ence," he said.§

Retired pope corrects
statement abuse report
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 Scriptures are to be heard, not read
— Robert Ellis Whyte

  A Sunday in Ordinary Time Before Lent, 2022

  From the book of the Prophet Jeremiah. 1.
The word of the Lord came to me saying,
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a Prophet to the nations.
Therefore, gird up our loins;
stand up and tell the people everything that I command you.
Do not break down before them,
or I will break you before them.
And I for my part have made you today a fortified city,
and iron pillar, and a bronze wall,
against the whole land ——
against the kings of Judah, its princes, its priests,
and the people of the land.
They will fight against you;
but they shall not prevail against you,
for I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver you.”

  ..............Silence.......

  From the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 12.
Love is patient; love is kind;
love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing,
but rejoices in the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends.
But as for prophecies, they will come to and end;
as for tongues, they will cease;
as for knowledge, it will come to an end.
For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;
but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an
end.
When I was a child, I spoke like a child,
I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child;
when I became a man, I put an end to childish ways.
For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
but then we will see face to face.
Now I know only part;
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.
Now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love.

  ...............Silence.............

1.Lectionary texts: Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Workbook for Lectors 2022, Canadian Edition

2. To receive research page, to accompany The New Freeman
January issue, email: audite119@bellaliant.net.

Submitted by FRANCES CONNELL

MIRAMICHI — On January 12, the Feast of St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys, parishioners gathered at St. Mary’s Church, Miramichi to
hold a celebration, with mass celebrated by Father Peter Aloo.  A few
words, on the spirit of St. Marguerite, and the long history of the
Congregation of Notre Dame in the Miramichi area, were offered by
Frances Connell.  

The foundress of the Congregation of Notre Dame de Montreal,
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys was born at Troyes, France, 17 April, 1620.
In 1653 Paul Chomody de Maisonneuve, the founder of Ville Marie in
Montreal, invited her to go to Canada to teach. She set out in June of
that year, arrived at Ville Marie, and opened her first school on April
30, 1657.

In 1675 she built a chapel dedicated to Notre Dame de Bon Secours.
To ensure greater freedom of action, she founded an un-cloistered
community, its members bound only by simple vows. She then de-
voted the remainder of her life to the preparation of points of advice
for the guidance of her sisterhood. She died on 12 January 1700.

On 7 December, 1878, she was declared venerable, and she was
canonized in 1982 by Pope St. John Paul II.

A presentation, of a painting, depicting the third St. Mary’s Con-
vent in Newcastle was also made. The painting was in the possession
of the late Sister Rejeanne Bourque, and was gifted courtesy of Sister
Regina McQuaid of Charlottetown.

The painting was presented to Charles Asoyuf, a local historian,
who has made efforts to preserve the historic presence of
the Congregation of Notre Dame on the Miramichi.

The painting will be installed in St. Mary’s church, beside the statue
of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, in hopes that the valiant spirit of St.
Marguerite, her Sisters, and Associates, will long live in the minds and
hearts of Miramichi’s faith community. §

MIRAMICHI —Charles Asoyuf, a local historian in Miramichi,
holds a painting of the third rendition of St. Mary’s Convent in
Newcastle. The painting is to be installed in St. Mary’s Church
next to the statue of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys (above). St. Mary’s
Church is now part  of the larger St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Parish which also includes St. Ann’s in Burnt Church, St.
Samuel’s, Miramichi, Sts. Peter and Paul, Bartibog Bridge and
St. Joachim’s Mission in Eel Ground. (

Parishioners celebrate feast day


